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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Adele Cleans Out Her Closets, Part 2
Besides long-closed boxes of paper (and grief) and
forgotten treasures like my grandmother’s pearls, my
closet had some clothes in it I no longer wear. I’m
pretty good about taking such items to Goodwill, but
this particular stack had stains or holes or tears and
weren’t good for anyone else to be wearing. I hadn’t
wanted to just throw them out in the trash but I didn’t know what else
to do with them.
Then I discovered For Days, a company that takes your old clothing,
recycles the fiber and regenerates it into new clothing. They mail you a
Take Back Bag, you stuff it as full as you can, and send it in. Each bag
saves 16K gallons of water, 15 lbs. of clothing from landfills, and 118 lbs.
of CO2 emissions. The bag costs $20 which you get back in store credit
(they call it Closet Cash) for anything you order from them. It’s so
much better than having that stuff in a landfill, or in my house.
I don’t know how to recycle the fiber and make something new out of
something tired and old and stained and worn, but they do. Just like I
don’t know how to resurrect someone from the dead, or the nearly
dead, or the “I feel dead inside,” but God does. And that is okay,
because that is not my job. My job is to order the bag, fill it with my
worn out stuff, and hand it over; they do the rest. For Days with my
clothing, God with everything else.
As we prepare for our 130th anniversary next year, besides decluttering
a bit and finding treasures we want to honor (like photos the Deacons
had at our luncheon), what are the things we no longer use as a church
that could be repurposed for something or someone else? What are
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the things we need to hand over to God for recycling or regenerating
or resurrecting into something completely new?
Our stewardship campaign this year is entitled “A Future With Hope.”
The prophet Jeremiah writes: For surely I know the plans I have for you,
says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope (Jer. 29:11). We’ve also all been asked to pray our
Giving Prayer daily between now and November 20, when we will
make our commitments for 2023. I’m going to do my best to put
everything I can into God’s “Take Back” bag, and pray for the courage
to be ready for whatever God is going to do with it, trusting that God
does indeed have plans to give us a future with hope! And who knows,
maybe God will also give us some metaphorical “Closet Cash” to
spend.
Rev. Adele
*For more info on regenerated clothing, see www.fordays.com

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY ~ NOVEMBER 6
On All Saints’ Sunday we will honor the
memories of those from our Warner family
who have died in the last year by reading
their names and lighting a candle during
worship. Everyone is invited also to lift the
name of someone in their life whom they
wish to remember and light a candle (or
have one lit for you, if you join us on
Zoom). If you are unable to be with us that morning, you may contact
the Church Office and let Trevor know the name of the person you wish
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to remember and, if possible, their relation to you (friend, sibling,
cousin, etc.). We give thanks for their lives and the promise of
resurrection we know through Christ Jesus our Lord.
Please also plan to stay for a light lunch afterwards for a time of
fellowship and support. If you would like to bring a photo of your loved
one, we will have a table to display the Communion of Saints of which
we are a part.

FALL BACK!
In addition to our celebration of All Saints’ Day,
November 6 is the beginning of Standard Time and
Communion Sunday. So set your clocks back on
Saturday night and join us at 11 AM EST on Sunday
with bread and fruit of the vine to share in
communion together.

TRANS DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
NOV 20 AT 6:30 PM
Bethesda United Church of
Christ
10010 Fernwood Rd.
Bethesda, MD 20817
The single-most targeted
population in the LGBTQAI+
community is our transgender
siblings. Every year trans folx are killed in hate crimes just for being
who they are.
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"You Are Worthy & You Are Worthy Of Love," is the 2022 Inter-religious
Transgender Day of Remembrance Service brought to you by faith
communities from around Montgomery County. This service will honor
our Transgender siblings with a sense of remembrance and pride. It will
be rooted in the survival and thriving of Transgender people. This
service is presented with the trans population in mind. It is our hope
that the service speaks to trans people and helps them to feel seen,
heard and uplifted.
We are looking for Trans/GNC/ENBY folx from the congregations who
would like to participate in the service: sing in the choir, lead a piece of
liturgy (reading, invocation, etc.), call the names, usher, etc. Contact
Rev. Adele and/ or contact Rev. Ali K.C. Bell: abell@cedarlane.org.
Regardless of who you are, join us on Nov 20 at 6:30 PM at Bethesda
United Church of Christ. Rev. Adele will be there. Let’s show our love
and support for our trans community.

IMPLEMENTATION TEAM UPDATE
October Town Meeting
We had a great turnout at the October Town Hall luncheon and
received a lot of enlightening feedback about changes that have
occurred in the sanctuary over the last few months.
What did we hear?
● Some of us are pew people and some of us don’t mind the
addition of the chairs.
● Others asked if the chair layout could be more circular? Some
suggested the pew and chair layout be more face to face.
● There was the question of how we balance social distancing and
create a more intimate worship space.
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● One person commented “Absolutely love the PrayGround. So
great to see the kids!”
● Some folks prefer the worship leaders to speak from the
chancel. Being slightly elevated in the chancel makes them
more visible and the microphones at the pulpit and lectern
work better.
● There is concern about the future location of the choir and bell
choir with organ accompaniment.
● There was a positive response to the new, large, flat screen
monitor in worship for better visibility.
What are the reasons we should keep making changes?
● Conveys we are a congregation with vitality
● Gives us confidence that we can make other changes
● We need to change to thrive
● We need to find new ways to serve the community
What would hold us back from doing this?
● Unwillingness to spend cash/endowment
● The fact that we are an aging congregation with less and less
energy to do things
● We keep losing members to relocation
● Resistance due to lack of information
● Fear of failure, of change, of the unknown
Important note: It was noticed at the last memorial service that people
in wheelchairs and people with walkers had a very difficult time getting
into the building. Although we have ramps, we have no way for the
doors to open for them. Even aides with wheelchair guests had a hard
time getting in. Our doors are heavy and we will need to invest in
buttons for wheelchair accessible doors.
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We’d like to continue to get your feedback—please email Karen Cook
crazy4cooks@gmail.com.
Team Members: Pastor Adele Crawford, Rev. Gregg Carlson, Sue Burns,
Karen Cook, Steve Dunn, Mark Eakin, Kabara Korth, Barbara Shaw

Join the Kensington-North Chevy Chase Ministerium for our annual
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, on Tuesday, November 22 at 7:30 PM
at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 10000 Stoneybrook
Dr., Kensington MD. Worship in person or online via Zoom (contact
Trevor for the link). All are welcome.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC
Have You Heard?
We’re sharing our sanctuary with another
congregation! Starting on Sunday, November
13, a small congregation of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church (EOC, we’ll call
them for short) will be using different areas
of our building for worship and fellowship
between 4:30 AM and 10 AM, including the
sanctuary.
This is a Christian denomination that existed in Ethiopia prior to the
European colonization of Africa, and they were a founding member of
the World Council of Churches.
Adele will be providing more information for us in the run up to the
EOC’S first Sunday in the building, some of which you may have already
heard by the time you receive this Memo. What a wonderful
opportunity for us to learn about brothers and sisters who worship the
same God, but in a different way. Our paths might not cross very often
because the schedule is set up so that we don’t interrupt each other’s
worship times, but I hope that if you do meet, you will welcome them
to Warner!

Prepare Ye the Way
By the time the next Memo reaches you, Advent will have begun. It’s
not too early to think about how you will prepare your heart for
Christ’s coming this year. Adele will introduce devotional resources
that Warner will make available to you, but maybe you have a favorite
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book, or readings that you turn to every year, or authors whose
thoughts on Advent have touched you in the past. Use the coming
weeks to gather those resources up so you’ll be ready when Advent
begins on 27 November. It’ll be here sooner than you think!
JoEllen LaPrade

COMMISSION TO THE COMMUNITY
Warner’s Centennial Fund Supports Hurricane Disaster
Relief Efforts
Commission to the Community sent a $1200 check this month to
support hurricane relief efforts organized and supported by
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the arm of Presbyterian
Mission Agency that responds both nationally and globally to natural
and human-caused disasters. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance works
directly
with
Presbyteries
and
Presbyterian
leaders
to
direct
resources where they are most
needed. PDA also facilitates volunteer
work teams and the Presbyterian
refugee ministry. Warner’s donation
will support relief efforts undertaken
by our denomination in response to
Hurricane Fiona, Hurricane Ian and
other recent disasters.
Flooding in Mayagüez, Puerto Rico — Dartha and Tito Rivera

Warner’s Centennial Fund provided the funding for Warner’s donation.
The Centennial Fund was created in 1993, when, in honor of Warner’s
10oth Anniversary, members and friends of Warner established a
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restricted endowment and donated more than $43,000 to fund it.
According to Warner’s Manual of Operations, interest earned on the
endowment is to be used for “un-predicted mission needs” and not
“program expenses.” Through the fund, Warner is able to provide aid
to those who have endured earthquakes, tsunamis, fires, floods and
other disasters.
For more information about the work of Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, click on the following link: https://pda.pcusa.org/
Ruth Harvey

Update from Jed and Jenny Koball
Jed, Jenny and Thiago Koball send their
greetings and love to the Warner
community! Our mission co-workers Jed
and Jenny continue their missionswork in
Peru, and their son Thiago continues to
grow and make new connections at
pre-school and elsewhere.
Jenny recently welcomed and commissioned the second group of
Peruvian Presbyterian Young Adult Volunteers (YAV’s) who will spend
the next year doing exciting work in Peru, addressing violence against
women and LGBTQIA+ persons, indigenous land rights, stigmas about
mental health, and engaging in theological education. Jenny is the Peru
site coordinator for the Peruvian YAV program. Historically the
Presbyterian YAV program sent Americans aged 19 to 30 to serve in
communities of need in the United States and abroad. In addition to
service, the YAV experience emphasizes living in intentional Christian
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community, spiritual formation and vocational discernment. When
travel between the United States and Peru was limited during the
pandemic, Jenny designed a program that for the first time enabled
Peruvian youths to become YAV’s, and serve communities in their own
country. PCUSA has recognized and praised Jenny’s innovative
program through which young adults outside of the United States
have been serving those in need in their own country.
As a Mission Advisory Delegate to the Environmental Justice
Committee at this summer’s General Assembly, Jed advocated for the
Presbyterian Tree Fund (PTF), passed by the GA to offset Presbyterian
travel carbon emissions. Inspired by the work of colleagues in Peru, Jed
and others established a tree fund to receive donations from
Presbyterian short-term mission participants to offset the carbon
emissions from their travel. This tree fund supported the work of 84
year old Victoria Trujillo (“Mama Toya”) and others who have worked
for two decades to plant more than 30,000 trees on their community’s
contaminated lands. If you haven’t “met” Mama Toya yet, please hear
her amazing story on YouTube: https://youtu.be/NQmWmmWOpoI .
We know that as trees grow, they help stop climate change by
removing carbon dioxide from the air, storing carbon and releasing
oxygen. Now you can offset some of the emissions from your own
travel
by
donating
to
the
PTF!
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/E865715/
Contributions received are reserved exclusively for tree planting and
carbon sequestration projects.
Nancy Recchia
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP TEAM
Recycling Event This Saturday, November 5!
We are no longer collecting any electronics at Warner. Please DO NOT
drop off batteries or cellphones any longer. Here’s a Kensington event
where you can take them this month, November 5, 10 - 12 PM.

Shepherd’s Garden Season Wrap-Up
Another bountiful season has been put to bed in the vegetable garden.
Our four primary gardeners, Susan Bresee, June Eakin, Beatrice and
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Marc Henri Winter were joined occasionally by
Ginny Atwood, Sharon Allen and Leigh Cook.
One year ago, Susan had the foresight to plant
rows of kale that resulted in an abundant
springtime harvest. (Check it out! --->)
Blessed with rainfall and the gardeners’ care we
were able to offer abundant harvests on
Sundays, and at least $450 was collected for
Shepherd’s Table along with bags and boxes of
fresh vegetables and herbs. Thank you all for
your generosity and dedication to this ministry.
Stop by the garden anytime to watch the fall kale seedlings grow in the
changing landscape of winter.

BUILDING & GROUNDS NEWS
In the sanctuary, five replacement windows have been installed on the
Connecticut Avenue side, plus Susan Kline and Kay Gorman addressed
scratches on the sanctuary chancel floor. We also installed a new shade
in Room 4.
We had a joint Warner/Fountain of Mercy Fall workday on Saturday,
October 29 – look for a spruced up library as well as other
improvements inside and out.
Unfortunately, the heating runtal in the ground floor boys’ bathroom
has a leak in it. We are working to get it fixed.
Susan Kline
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
An Enjoyable October Retreat
Warner Women gathered in the Common
Room and on Zoom in mid-October and
wove
together
stories
of
our
grandmothers and the fabric of our lives.
After listening to a recording from our
Bible Study author, we had lively
conversation, indulged in delightful snacks
and created fabric collage drink coasters.
Even though using Barney, (our new OWL speaker), with two laptops
and a monitor was a challenge, both those at home and those in the
room declared the day a success!
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Thanks for Your Generosity!
Warner’s PW Coordinating Team (PWCT) is grateful for your regular
and generous giving to our PW program. So far this year, we have been
able to cover expenses for the NIH Easter baskets, Rainbow Place gifts,
Bible study materials and have sent $794 for church-wide mission work
(Birthday/Thank Offerings and global support). If you would like more
details on where your giving is making an impact, please contact our
treasurer, Lisa Smeallie. You may give an offering at any time by check
or online (DONATE button) payable (or designate) Presbyterian
Women WMPC.

Joy Circle Bible Study: What My Grandmothers Taught Me
The Joy Circle Bible Study group will meet on the
second Tuesday, November 8, 7 PM, on the Zoom
meeting link. We will discuss Lesson 3, the story of
Rahab from Joshua 2. Kay Gorman will lead our
discussion after a time of sharing. All are welcome
to “tune in.” If you need a copy, contact June Eakin
or Lisa Smeallie.

Book Group - November 18 at 7 PM on Zoom
November’s book-of-the-month is The Pull of the Stars: A Novel by
Emma Donoghue. From the publisher, “In Dublin, 1918, a maternity
ward at the height of the Great Flu is a small world of work, risk, death,
and unlooked-for love, in ‘Donoghue's best novel since Room’ (Kirkus
Reviews). Emma Donoghue once again finds the light in the darkness in
this new classic of hope and survival against all odds.”
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WMPC PW Annual Meeting - Sunday November 20
Your PW Coordinating Team is planning our annual meeting as a hybrid,
so you can attend in-person or on Zoom. We will dedicate our Thank
Offering, hold elections, and approve the budget. We will reflect on
2022 and get a peek at 2023 plans. Stay tuned for news about a special
speaker!

It’s the Season of Thanks
We invite you to give gratefully and
generously to the Presbyterian
Women (PCUSA) Thank Offering.
Each year as we count our blessings
at Thanksgiving, we share that
bounty with our sisters worldwide.
There are many ways to give. At
Warner, there are blue Thank
Offering envelopes in the sanctuary
and on the PW bulletin board that
you may use for your cash or check.
If you don’t have access to those,
you can mail a check to the church with “Thank Offering” in the memo
line, or give to PW online at our website and note “Thank Offering” in
the comments. You may also contribute directly on the
national
PW
website
at
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/giving-funding/give/
or by using the printed QR code at right.
June Eakin
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
This month’s session meeting really focused on our dream budget for
2023 to inform the upcoming stewardship campaign. As we started our
meeting, Rev. Adele led a discussion of those things we need to do
every day to be healthy. We then considered what we need to do to be
a healthy church.
Our reflection on Matthew 14 discussed the feeding of the five
thousand and how God can make so much good from so little. This led
to our discussion of our dream budget for Warner and the things that
came out of the Town Hall meeting. As we focus on Warner’s mission
and what God is calling us to do, we are reminded that it takes very
little to “be church.”
Warner’s 2022 budget planned for spending approximately $45,000
more than our income. Current projections look like we may spend an
extra $60,000. With just under $1 million in our endowments and
investments, for a few years we can afford to spend some of our
savings to invest in our new direction.
For 2023, the Session identified a set of key expenditures to help
Warner improve our work toward our health as a church and execution
of our mission:
● Enhancing our online ministry through a new website, new
technology, and a part-time Digital Ministry Coordinator
● Tithing 10% of our first fruit as a church to support the
community and other mission work
● Part-time Minister of Congregational Care
● Part-time Youth Ministry Coordinator & College Conference
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Additionally, two upcoming plans will increase our income or reduce
our expenses while furthering our mission:
● Ecumenical opportunities by having other worshiping
communities in our space at times we don’t use it
● Installation of solar panels on our roof in early 2023
Mark Eakin

WARNER PEOPLE
Update Your Address Books!
Lena Aspiras & Ali Abdalla
108 54th Street SE
Washington DC 20019
(240) 271-2580

Ted Human
3114 Gracefield Rd WC 504
Silver Spring, MD 20904
(301) 479-3237
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Kate Addo
Lena Aspiras
Susan Bates
David Daugherty
Shervonne Johnson
Bill Kirchhoff
Steven Kline
Ina Rae Kramer
Ken Kramer
Simran Puri
Marie Rosché
Harold Shaw
Ajay Soni
Shannon Stalker
Major Williams
Simon Winter

19

The Warner Memo

November 2022

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Below is a high level view of the church’s operating income and
expenses compared to the budget, as of August 31, 2022.
September
2022

YTD Actuals

YTD 2022 Budget
Plan

Pledge Income

$15,015

$164,944

$160,558

Total Income

$23,817

$223,726

$239,623

Total Expenses

$35,803

$270,161

$270,503

Difference

$11,986

$46,435

$30,880

Total Assets: $947,902
Liabilities: $87,764 (AC loan), $51,906 (amount borrowed from
LCYC)

DID YOU MISS LAST WEEK’S SERMON?
Warner has been on YouTube for a while now, thanks to the
considerable efforts of Bill Burns, former chair of our Outreach &
Hospitality Commission. (THANK YOU, BILL!). But having weekly
sermons available on YouTube is new!
Each week, as soon as we are able (hopefully Sunday afternoons but
we make no guarantees), we will upload the video clip of the week's
scripture lesson and sermon. If you missed worship, you can watch it
whenever you want. If you heard it but want to check something out,
you can listen to it again. And of course, you can share it with a friend!
You don't need to join YouTube to access its content.
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And...if you want to be notified each time we add a new sermon or
other video, simply subscribe to Warner's YouTube channel. We've
already gotten a few new subscribers this week! If you need help with
this, contact Trevor in the church office.

S’MORES & TOURS - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7
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Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church
10123 Connecticut Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895
301-949-2900
FAX 301-933-7704
Home Page: http://www.warnermemorial.org
Pastor: Rev. Adele Crawford
Director of Music: Peter Smeallie
Organist: Sungho Paik
Pastoral Intern: Kris Maldarelli
Office Manager: Trevor Wind
Learning Center for Young Children: Rana Oriolo
Children’s Program Aide: Shervonne Johnson
Technical Director: Peter Brown
Warner Weekly: office@warnermemorial.org
Warner MEMO: memo@warnermemorial.org
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