
February 2023

THE WARNER MEMO

Image by k-e-k-u-l-é from Pixabay

THE NEWSLETTER OF
WARNER MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

www.warnermemorial.org
February Calendar

https://pixabay.com/users/k-e-k-u-l-%C3%A9-13670757/
http://www.warnermemorial.org
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57804850/month/2023-02-01/2023-01-01


The Warner Memo February 2023

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

CREATED TO SAIL
What if we could operate under the power of God’s
Spirit, as Sailboats run under the power of the wind?
Could God have more in store for the church than we
have known?

Continuing in February, in the lead-up to Lent, we're
going to dive into this idea, offered by Joan Gray in her book, Sailboat
Church. Each week in worship, we'll focus on a different aspect of this
metaphor. And each week in worship, we are going to make time for
more prayer -- for ourselves, our challenges, and our congregation.

Join us as we let go of the oars and hoist the sails to see where God's
spirit may take us!
 

Feb 5 The Making of Sailors (Isaiah
58:1-9a; Matthew 5:13-20)
Feb 12 From Rowboat to Sailboat
(Deut 30:15-20; 1 Cor 3:1-9)
Feb 19 Navigation (Exodus 24:12-18;
Matthew 17:1-9)
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Lent at Warner
Scripture offers us many
stories of Jesus
encountering people
who are seeking:
Nicodemus comes to him
in the veil of night, he
approaches a Samaritan
woman at a well, he
heals a man born without
sight. In these stories, each person is seeking a new beginning, a
different life, a deeper faith. What unfolds is an exchange filled with
questions and exploration. Often, an unveiling occurs—assumptions
are disrupted, a new perspective is revealed, mystery grows.

Like those characters, we are also seeking many things: clarity,
connection, wonder, justice, balance. We are seeking our calling, the
sacred, and how to live as a disciple. Throughout the turbulence of the
past few years, many of us are asking big questions about our lives and
our faith. If you are returning to church, you are probably returning
with more questions and a critical lens. We all wonder: what am I
seeking? What is God seeking?

This Lent, let’s engage in the spiritual practice of seeking. Let’s stay
curious, open, and nimble. Maybe we’ll soften our assumptions and
expand our perspectives. Let us pray that these questions will create a
safe space to explore—to be drawn more deeply into the fullness of
life, into the heart of God.

Grace and peace,

Rev. Adele
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Paint Your Heart Out

Saturday, Feb 11, 10 AM -12 PM

Drop in anytime between 10-12 to paint a heart in the social hall for a
fun collaborative art project with our friends at LCYC! We'll have
coffee, cocoa and donuts on hand, plus canvases, paint, brushes etc.
We'll be using acrylic paint which does wash out, but you might wear
painting-appropriate clothes just in case. Our completed canvases will
be mounted on the stairwell by the LCYC entrance and perhaps other
places around the building as a way to share our love! Hope to see you
there!
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Landscape Maintenance - Volunteers Needed

We are calling for volunteers on Saturday, February 25 at 10:00 a.m.
(snow date of 3/4) for landscape maintenance. Join Barbara Shaw for
pruning trees and shrubs at this ideal time of year (ideal for pruning).
We need tools, too! Contact Barbara for more information.

Update: Masks Optional in Worship effective March 1st

Last year, when the session decided to follow Montgomery County in
lifting mask mandates, we continued wearing masks during worship in
an abundance of caution. Now that children are among those who may
be vaccinated, the session, at its January meeting, decided to lift the
mask requirement after COVID/flu/RSV season has peaked. Beginning
Sunday, March 1, face masks will be optional at all times throughout
the building (including worship starting March 5). Anyone wishing to
wear a mask should continue to do so and any group may set stricter
protocols. Please remember to disinfect your hands upon entering the
building. If Montgomery County enacts changes to their
recommendations, we will follow.

~ COVID-19 Task Force
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Warner’s “busy” season (Advent and Christmas) may be over, but
there, already on the horizon, is Lent! Ash Wednesday is on February
22nd, about a week earlier than last year. Palm Sunday and Easter will
be on April 2nd and 9th respectively. And between the beginning and
end of Lent will be the start of daylight saving time on March 12th.

It’s winter now, but Spring is already on the way, thanks be to God! As
you are reading this issue of the Memo, Warner folks are learning
about how we have been created to hoist our sails and to set out in the
power of the Holy Spirit. Be watching for details of Lent and Easter
worship in the coming weeks.

~ JoEllen LaPrade

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP & GENEROSITY TEAM

The Team wrapped up the fall pledge campaign with 40 pledges
received for a total of $212,028 pledged. We may still receive pledges
from regular givers who have yet to turn in their card. If you wish to
make a commitment for 2023, contact the church office or go to our
secure online form.

In 2023, the Team will continue to use the resources from SaltProject
for A Future With Hope. Because responsible stewardship is a part of
our Christian life at all times, we plan to present opportunities for our
members to consider the role of money in their lives through a study
called “Our Money Story.”

~ Barbara Shaw
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COMMISSION TO THE COMMUNITY

Interfaith Works Honors Warner

Interfaith Works celebrated 50 years of service in 2022 and reaffirmed
its commitment to working with local faith communities at its annual
Faith Community Meeting in November 2022.  Warner was honored as
a founding member of Interfaith Works and presented with a plaque,
now on display in the Common Room, that honors and reaffirms
Interfaith Works’ commitment to serving jointly with faith
communities.  In 2022, Warner contributed $300 to support Interfaith
Works’ Back to School drive that helped 2500 Montgomery County
schoolchildren begin the year with new backpacks and supplies.
Interfaith Works offers varied and well-organized opportunities to
volunteer, both individually and in groups, and recently reached out to
Warner to reaffirm its commitment to serving together.

Interfaith Works News:

IW, Community and Faith
Leaders Reaffirm Commitment to
Serve Together — Interfaith
Works (iworksmc.org)

IW Raises Over $60,000 for
School Bags and Supplies —
Interfaith Works (iworksmc.org)

Volunteer — Interfaith Works
(iworksmc.org)

7

https://www.iworksmc.org/iwnews/iw-community-and-faith-leaders-reaffirm-commitment-to-serve-together
https://www.iworksmc.org/iwnews/iw-community-and-faith-leaders-reaffirm-commitment-to-serve-together
https://www.iworksmc.org/iwnews/iw-community-and-faith-leaders-reaffirm-commitment-to-serve-together
https://www.iworksmc.org/iwnews/iw-community-and-faith-leaders-reaffirm-commitment-to-serve-together
https://www.iworksmc.org/iwnews/iwcelebratesitsvolunteers-rkbgg
https://www.iworksmc.org/iwnews/iwcelebratesitsvolunteers-rkbgg
https://www.iworksmc.org/iwnews/iwcelebratesitsvolunteers-rkbgg
https://www.iworksmc.org/volunteer
https://www.iworksmc.org/volunteer


The Warner Memo February 2023

2 Cents A Meal Program Comes to an End

After many years of faithful giving, the Commission to Community has
decided to discontinue Warner’s beloved 2 Cents A Meal program, a
decision supported by the Session. Many will remember the bright red
wagon that sat in the front of the sanctuary each month, the regular
appeals for donations of pennies which reminded us that we all have
something to give, and the joy that came with counting the change and
small donations that arrived frequently in large jars of coins.

Over the years, the program supported many hunger-related programs
sponsored by both our denomination and local partners. In 2022, the 2
Cents A Meal program supported Mid-County United Ministries,
Shepherds Table, Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry, Capital
Area Food Bank, Rainbow Place and Manna.

Warner continues to be committed to serving those in need, and
particularly those in our local community who do not have enough to
eat. To support this long-standing mission focus, Commission to the
Community requested the creation of the Community Food Fund,
which was approved by the Session.  As explained below, all of the
funds donated and designated for the new Community Food Fund will
be used to address hunger and food issues in our local community. We
look forward to your support of these new efforts and the real
difference that we can make in the lives of our neighbors.
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Commission to the Community Launches “Community Food Fund”

Commission to the Community is excited to share news about Warner’s
new Community Food Fund! The Commission seeks input, as well as
time and energy, from Warner’s members and friends, for this
renewed effort to live out our faith here in our local community. The
Community Food Fund will accept monetary donations throughout the
year, and in-kind donations at specific periods when volunteer support
is available. If you have supported 2 Cents a Meal in the past, you can
continue your support by donating to the Community Food Fund.
Currently, the funds donated to the Community Food Fund will support
organizations that are close to our hearts including Mid-County United
Ministries, Shepherd’s Table, and Farmers and Hunters Feeding the
Hungry.

Mark Your Calendar! Community Food Fund Drive begins February 19

On February 19, Commission to the Community will host a fellowship
reception after the worship service and begin a four-week campaign to
collect both in kind and monetary donations for the Community Food
Fund. Stay tuned for a list of preferred in-kind donations as the types
of food that can be accepted have changed, and we place a high
priority on providing support that meets the needs of our partners.
During the fellowship reception and throughout the month that
follows, the Commission will seek feedback from the congregation
about how Warner can best make an impact through the Community
Food Fund.

Thank you for the many ways that Warner has and will continue to
respond to the needs of our community.

Ruth Harvey, Sharon Allen, Nancy Recchia
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP TEAM
Why is it so messy? That is wildlife habitat in our front yard!

Take a look at our new bulletin board display in the main hallway near
the Sanctuary to learn about our low-impact landscaping. You too can
nurture landscaping that cares for our fellow creatures, because new
Maryland law prohibits restrictions on growing a low-impact landscape
by HOA’s, deeds, etc.

Low-impact landscaping at Warner provides many benefits for nature:
+ Less water needed on plants
+ Sanctuary of stalks and leaves for small creatures and plants to
“winter over”
+ Diverse plant life, which strengthens immunity
+ Provides “green mulch”, made of low-growing plants
+ Stone channels, which collect heavy rainfall, keeping runoff out of
Chesapeake Bay.
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEACONS

Warner Deacons set sail in 2023 with their first meeting on Sunday,
January 22 at which we bid a fond farewell to those rolling off the
board this year:  Lora McGlade and John Morris and welcomed June
Eakin, who will be installed in a few weeks and thanked Lena Aspiras
for signing up for another two years.  This is a great crew of “mateys”,
if you would like to hop aboard our small but worthy vessel, please
reach out to any of the current deacons.

Our first chore on deck for the new year, in addition to keeping in
touch with Warnerites and seeing to their various needs, was to
finalize plans for our SOUPerBowl Fellowship Hour planned for

Sunday, February 5th, in the Social
Hall, following worship.  We have a
yummy selection of homemade
soups, breads and sweet treats that
will fortify us as we visit with one
another and find ourselves warmed
not only by steamy soup, but also by
sharing personal holiday memories
as we visit. We look forward to a fun
afternoon.

While we will not be collecting cans of soup this year, we are hoping
folks will be generous in making a monetary donation that day to
support the Deacons’ work throughout the year.  As we have
mentioned in the past, Deacons are entirely dependent upon
donations from the congregation to support their activities throughout
the year. You can learn more about the good works of the Deacons in
the Annual Report.   If you have any questions or find yourself in need
of a deacon, listed below are the folks serving as deacons in 2023:
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Madalena Aspiras, Sue Burns, Tim Cook, June Eakin, Bob and Louise
Koch, Grace Sooklal/James Kinder, Claudia Stalker, and Marc-Henri
Winter

Please reach out to any of us if you are interested in learning more
about Warner Deacons, we would love to share our stories with you.

Sue Burns – Moderator,  WMPC Deacons

IMPLEMENTATION TEAM UPDATE

The challenges noted in the Convergence Assessment Report that
Warner faces are common across many mainline congregations,
however there are creative ways for smaller congregations with
limited time and energy to still make an impact in the community and
world.

Nancy Recchia pointed the team to the example of the joining of
Westmoreland Congregational and Briggs Memorial Baptist churches
in Bethesda. Although different denominations, both churches shared
a commitment to social justice, inclusivity and faith in God. Nancy was a
member of Westmoreland for more than a decade. In the late 1990’s
and early 2000’s, these churches shared similar characteristics with
Warner: shrinking congregations, church buildings that were less used
than in earlier years, stagnating memberships and an active nursery
school. According to Nancy: “As unlikely as the marriage of a Baptist
and a Congregational church might have seemed, in 2006 the two
churches and congregations successfully merged into Westmoreland
Congregational Church. From all I have seen, Westmoreland is now a
thriving church community. Importantly, Briggs’ mission and legacy
continues in a new and vibrant form, as the Briggs Center.”

Briggs Center: https://www.briggscenter.org/history
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This may not be the path that Warner takes, however it shows that
with openness and creativity, positive change is possible.

Accomplishments in December/January:

● Pastor Gregg Carlson from Convergence met with the Session
on December 3 to explore how Warner can pare down its
number of committees. Session is going to operate this year
with 5 elders (down from 12) and is exploring consolidated
efforts in three main areas of ministry: stewardship of our
resources, caring for our congregation, and reaching out into
the community (see Warner Session Letter to the Congregation
email, Jan. 9, 2023).

To be Accomplished  in 2023:

● Banners: Thousands of people pass by our church every day on
Connecticut Ave. We want to create banners that communicate
we are an inclusive and welcoming church for all.

● The Common Room: The team is working with an LCYC parent,
an interior designer, to envision the Common Room as a more
efficient and aesthetically attractive space. We are gathering
historical and other photos to spruce up the walls and looking
into modular and lighter weight furnishings.

● Main Floor Restrooms: The team will be getting estimates and
possibly partnering with Pastor Santiago Villegas and his team
on updating the main floor restrooms.

● Handicap Accessibility: We are getting pricing on installation of
automatic doors at the Connecticut Ave. and LCYC entrances.

● LCYC Plans: We are continuing the dialogue with LCYC Director
Rana Oriolo on next steps in 2023 for the expansion of LCYC.

13



The Warner Memo February 2023

We’d like to hear from you—please email Karen Cook
crazy4cooks@gmail.com

Team Members: Pastor Adele Crawford, Pastor Gregg Carlson, Sue
Burns, Karen Cook, Steve Dunn, Mark Eakin, Kabara Korth, Barbara
Shaw

BUILDING & GROUNDS NEWS
The boys’ bathroom Runtal and the leaky drainage spigot valve on the
Room 1 Runtal were replaced during the LCYC winter break.

The phone system was down for a day or two after Christmas, which
caused a little excitement because the key fobs would not work, and
alarms were going off in the elevator tower and in the boiler room.  We
determined that the breaker tripped because someone plugged
something else into the outlet in the boiler room.

Volunteer work done in and around the building in December included
replacing  2 emergency lights in the 2 lower-floor elevator tower
lobbies, a new outlet cover for the outlet on the exterior Warner sign,
repairing the kitchenette door (again), cleaning up the resource room,
the collection of many sticky balls from the grounds, plus Fountain of
Mercy replaced the light bulb at the top of the choir loft stairwell,
insulated the copper heating piping in the social hall closet, patched
the ceiling and soffit holes in the social hall and Washington Street
stairwell, and cleaned the leaves out of the window well that has the
sump pump.  A big thank you to our volunteers!

Juana buffed the floors on the ground floor during the LCYC winter
break.

Susan Kline
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

We closed out 2022 by paying your gifts forward to Warner staff
members who selected a charity of their choice and we donated to The
Breast Cancer Foundation, Defeat DPIG, Sandy Hook Promise,
Shepherd’s Table and Toys for Tots in their honor. We also gifted each
staff member with a tin of homemade cookies.

PW will kick off the new year with the National Capital Presbytery PW
Prayer Gathering at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Alexandria,
VA, Saturday February 4th at 10am. This event will be hybrid (in person
and on Zoom) and will offer a time to reconnect with old friends, meet
new ones and focus on this year’s theme: Seeing Christ’s Face in our
Siblings: A Call for Racial and Gender Equity with guest speaker
Christian Brooks, race and gender equity advocate.  Click the link below
to register or contact June Eakin.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_Q7dt1qLtoLyNdFIDi2yc
Ul8UFs-luevFY6eU6BMnfOqyLA/viewform.

Joy Circle continues to meet on Zoom at 7pm, the
second Tuesday of each month. Our next meeting
is scheduled for February 14 at 7:00 pm,
(Valentine’s Day) and our Lesson leader will be Sue
Burns covering Lesson Five in “What My
Grandmothers Taught Me.”

PW Book Club will meet on Zoom, Friday February
24th to discuss Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell.  “It so
happens that the child at the center of Hamnet
inspired one of civilization’s most famous plays, but forget the 16th

century and the bubonic plague. This is a story of love at first sight, of a
marriage in the middle of family dynamics, of a family wrecked by
tragedy and more. It’s a story of how grief can grip you and never let
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you go, but so can love. Some things like love, marriage, death, men,
children, and in-laws never change, no matter the century.”  All are
welcome even if you have not read or finished the book.

The Zoom ID for all meetings is 717 127 0266 and the passcode is 10123.

Want to try something new this year?
Join PW Saturday, February 18th at
Foundry Methodist Church in DC, as
we continue to support Books to
Prisons and respond to inmate

requests for books. Contact Lena Aspiras if you’d like to participate;
let’s carpool and do lunch!

Don’t forget to attend!
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Below is a high-level view of the church’s operating income and
expenses compared to the budget, as of December 31, 2022.

Dec 2022 YTD 2022 YTD 2022
Budget

% of YTD
Budget

Pledge
Income $12,606 $211,678 $212,724 99.5%

Total
Income $27,490 $328,951 $60,671 91%

Total
Expenses $23,388 $358,948 $360,671 99.5%

Difference $4,102 $29,997 $29,997

Total Assets: $958,719; Total Liabilities: $86,310 (AC loan), $68 (amount
borrowed from LCYC)
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February

Sharon Allen
Laura Batis
Dina Bickel

Chelsea Cook
Asha Datta
Henry Dunn
Kay Gorman
Tom Lucas
Bob McNeil

Kabara Korth Praskavich
Ann Rakow

Telsche Seeley
Andrew Stalker
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Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church
10123 Connecticut Avenue

Kensington, MD 20895
301-949-2900

FAX 301-933-7704
Home Page: http://www.warnermemorial.org

Pastor: Rev. Adele Crawford

Director of Music: Peter Smeallie

Organist: Sungho Paik

Office Manager: Trevor Wind

Learning Center for Young Children: Rana Oriolo

Children’s Program Aide: Shervonne Johnson

Technical Director: Peter Brown

Warner Weekly: office@warnermemorial.org

Warner MEMO: wmpcmemo@gmail.com
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