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About nine months ago, I wrote you with the story of God's remarkable provision for our
work in Vitoria. You may remember that the state government had come under
indictment by the Organization of American Statesforthe abuse, torture, and murder of
children in prison.
At about that same time, with heavy hearts, we were preparing to potentially close the
Hope Mountain ministry. But God had other plans. The state government provided ten
months of bridge funding to continue our program. In exchange, we were to devise a
restorative program (which would be fully funded by the state)forchildren in the state's
juvenile prison system.
As we stepped into their world, our hearts were broken by the situation of those kids. The
only real difference between the children we currently serve and those in jail is that the
latter were caught. God has opened a door for us to care for these desperate children—
and the state will pay us to do it! I am beginning to understand how Moses' mother must
have felt when Pharaoh hired her to take care of her own son.
Current status: Since I last wrote, we have been working through details of an
agreement with the state, weeding through reams of federal "children's rights" legislation.
Compliance with the stifling bureaucracy requires structures and methodologies
sometimes at odds with the Biblical parenting models at the heart of our success. The
state governor and judiciary want to see the agreement move forward, but we must all
deal with the technocrats interpreting the federal legislation.
The former CEO of 3M in Brazil, Paul Husby, and his wife, Nancy, moved to Vitoria in
February as full-time volunteers. Please keep them in your prayers as they spearhead our
team, hammering out the details of an agreement that will allow us to begin caring for
children behind bars by late summer.
Meanwhile, even as we stand of the cusp of touching so many more lives through this
exciting new opportunity, we continue our hfe-transforming work with hundreds of
mortally at-risk children.
The extent to which many of the children at Hope have suffered is mind-boggling.
Every month I accompany that month's birthday children for a special outing to the mall.
Before I leave, I familiarize myself will each child's story, so I can relate to each one on a
deeper level. Seeing the face of each happy child as they bite into their Big Mac, it is
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almost incomprehensible that this is the very same child who once suffered heartwrenching trauma and abuse.
As I read their stories, I am reminded how so many of these children grew up
completely unwanted, by parents, relatives, and neighbors. Told their birth was a
mistake, they grew up neglected, abused, or victims of incest. Some of our little girls
were prostituted by their own mothers. It is reported sexual crimes against children
in Brazil rose 67% last year, often involving children as young as seven.
In almost every intake report, we read there is only a single parent, usually addicted
to drugs and alcohol, who often committed heinous acts while under the influence.
In other instances, the children witnessed one of their parents shoot or stab
somebody, or saw their own parent being victimized as they stood helplessly by.
In short, these children have often had zero positive inputs on their lives as they
grew up—literally none whatsoever. It is no wonder so many turn to crime! The
prevailing street culture demands harsh survival skills, and, and the children grow
up learning to take whatever they need—by force if necessary. If the children
survive, many wind up in prison.
We have found funding available within Brazil to incarcerate the children. Sadly,
however, few resources are made available to rescue the children. For children
fortunate enough to make their way to Hope, we are their only lifeline.

